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â€œListen, are you breathing just a little, and calling it a life?â€• â€”Mary OliverThis luminous

anthology brings together great poets from around the world whose work transcends culture and

time. Their words reach past the outer divisions to the universal currents of love and revelation that

move and inspire us all. These poems urge us to wake up and love. They also call on us to

relinquish our grip on ideas and opinions that confine us and, instead, to risk moving forward into

the life that is truly ours.In his selection, Roger Housden has placed strong emphasis on

contemporary voices such as the American poet laureate Billy Collins and the Nobel Prizeâ€“winners

Czeslaw Milosz and Seamus Heaney, but the collection also includes some timeless echoes of the

past in the form of work by masters such as Goethe, Wordsworth, and Emily Dickinson.The tens of

thousands of readers of Roger Housdenâ€™s â€œTen Poemsâ€• series will welcome this beautiful

harvest of poems that both open the mind and heal the heart.
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Writer and editor Roger Housden's luminous and inspirational compilation of poetry "Risking

Everything: 110 Poems of Love and Revelation," is one of the best anthologies of this type I have

read or seen. This is Housden's fourth volume of a series that began with "Ten Poems To Change

Your Life."In "Risking Everything: 110 Poems of Love and Revelation," Housden selected 110

poems from around the world, whose poets' lives and works span the centuries. I frequently open

the book at random and never fail to be moved. Housden has written: "Great poetry happens when

the mind is looking the other way and words fall from the sky to shape a moment that would



normally be untranslatable." Carl Sandburg wrote: "Poetry is the journal of the sea animal living on

land, wanting to fly in the air. Poetry is a search for syllables to shoot at the barriers of the unknown

and the unknowable. Poetry is a phantom script telling how rainbows are made and why they go

away." And from Emily Dickenson: "To see the Summer Sky / Is Poetry though never in a Book it lie

/ True Poems flee." Whatever poetry is, some of the best can be found here.Included in this volume

are: "Poetry" by Pablo Neruda, "On Angels" "Eyes" by Czeslaw Milosz, "Today Like Every Other

Day" by Rumi, "That Day" by Denise Levertov, "Milkweed" by James Wright, "My Fiftieth Year" by

W. B. Yeats, "Sunset," and "The Swan" by Ranier Marie Rilke, "The Wind One Brilliant Day" by

Antonio Machado, "Everything Is Plundered" by Anna Akhmatova, "Lines Composed A Few Miles

Above Tintern Abbey" (excerpt) by William Wordsworth, "A Homecoming" by Wendell Berry, "The

Third Body" by Robert Bly, "To have without holding" by Marge Piercy, "Deeper Than Love" by D. H.
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